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Looking forward we have what I hope you will agree is another 
interesting series of talks and events planned. 
 
In June Sue Lewis will give a talk on the Cardigan Castle project. As one of the original trustees 
who worked tirelessly to get the project off the ground and who is now facilities manager at the 
castle I am sure her talk will give us much food for thought. 
 
On 9th July the annual trip will visit the Pembroke Dock Heritage in the morning and Lamphey 
Bishop’s Palace in the afternoon. The town walk is on 29th July this year and is timed to take 
place in Haverfordwest Festival Week. 
 
By the kind permission of Pembrokeshire County Council the European Heritage Day/ Open Doors 
event in September this year will visit Foley House in Goat Street, I am sure that like me many of 
you have always wanted to look around what is one of the most iconic buildings in Haverfordwest. 
 
In October Frans Nicholas has agreed to talk to us about the preservation and restoration of our 
built heritage and particularly churches, while the following month Ray Burgess will talk about the 
Welsh Spitfire and the work of the Welsh Spitfire Museum. 
 
The New Year takes a look at some of the grimmer pages of our history as Simon Hancock tells 
us about local witchcraft at our January meeting while in February Mark Muller reveals the details 
of the Pembrokeshire slave owners.  
 
A change of pace in March when Richard Blacklaw-Jones will explain why so many Welsh people 
including some of his ancestors left Wales for a new life in Patagonia. 
 
Four committee members (George Yeomans, Mary John, Barbara Shone and Derek Rees) have 
stood down or have not stood for re-election since the last AGM either because of health issues or 
other pressing commitments. I would like to record my personal thanks for their support and I’m 
sure you’ll join me in wishing them well for the future. 
 
You may be aware that the Civic Society along with other organisations has been a key partner in 
working on the project to establish a flagship heritage centre for the County to be based in 
Haverfordwest; indeed our Secretary Lesley Turner is providing secretarial support for the project. 
This is an exciting prospect and its purpose would be to present the history of the county using the 
state of the art technology in the same manner as at Cardigan castle and Llanelly House, Llanelli. 
In summary the aim of the centre is: 
(i) To give a strong, cultural focus to the proposed town regeneration scheme for 

Haverfordwest. 
(ii) To tell the rich story of Pembrokeshire through the centuries for the very first time.  
(iii) To provide a hub which allows other centres in the county to expand the story as it applies 

to their individual areas. 
(iv) To deepen the tourism offer of the county by enriching the visitor experience. 
(v) To learn from the experience of other town regeneration schemes which have successfully 

used a cultural and arts approach to lead economic recovery. 
 
Visitors could learn about different aspects of Pembrokeshire’s rich culture and heritage at the 
centre and would then be encouraged to visit the different parts of the County to learn more about 
the issues and experience the historic locations first hand. 
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